and not less of her time visiting toddlers, and if this happens she will simply not have time to take on new activities.
We believe that every health visitor should have a thorough understanding of child development and have a mental checklist each time she sees a child to make sure that all is going well. The health visitors we have worked with do paediatric work only and have case loads of about 200. They are busy, and we agree that a smaller case load would be better.
Of course we agree that in the future the GP in some areas may be the trained doctor who works at the clinic. We did not mention this because in our own inner urban areas contact with GPs has been restricted and difficult. This is because in our fairly small geographical areas a large number of doctors had been in touch with the children-namely 548 children had seen 72 different GPs in Camden, and 322 children had seen 80 GPs in Westminster.
We do not claim that our service is ideal; the point of our paper was to stress that families come readily to a clinic where there are trained personnel to assess the children, advise about problems with child rearing, and care for children who have difficulties.
Finally, this is a developed country and we believe it can and should afford a better primary care paediatric service than it provides at present. 
